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President   Cord   welcomed   us   to   the   meeting   and
reported that there were fourteen Gyros and Gyrettes who
made   the   trek   to   Cranbrook   for   the   District   VIII
Convention.  One of the optional activities was a "walk"
which  tuned  out  to  be  a  major  hike  up  a  mountain.
However,  everyone  made  it  and  it  is  now  reported  to
have been a great time. If there were casualties they were
riotimenticned.

At   the   beginning   of  the   meeting   two   guests   were
introduced,    Past    District    VIII    Governor    Keith
Bradley,  and  First  Lieutenant  Governor  Don  Greig,
were introduced Those were the two honoured guests and
in  addition  there  were  21  members  of our  club  out  to
share a great August day.

Mike  Matei  announced  that  there  are  fifteen  couples
who  have  signed  up  for  the  bridge  club  this  year  and
there is room for one more couple.  If you are interested,
let  Mike  know  as   soon  as  possible.   This   is   a  Gyro
oriented bridge club with the emphasis on friendship, not
expertise    in   bridge.    So    if   you   have    a   desire    to
demonstrate  expertise  in  friendship,  your  expertise  in
bridge  will  eventually  flower.  Come  out  and  give  it  a
chance!

John Plunkett tells me that a traffic light is all apparatus
that automatically turns red when your car approaches.

There   was   a   special   birthday   celebration   this   time
because our kingpin of the hockey pool,  Dave Duchak,
celebrated a birthday on August  18th.  A  hearty  round  of
applause indicated the support of the club for the efforts
that  Dave  puts  in  to  make  the  hockey  pool,  and  our
benevolent fund, a success. Again, from all of us Dave, a
much appreciated THANK YOU.

At this meeting we were once again fortunate enough to
be able to celebrate one of the most rewarding aspects of
Gyro, the installation of new members. The Edmonton



Club has experienced a drop  in membership  in the past few years  because a  number of
our long-term members are no longer with us.

We were very fortunate to have First Lieutenant Governor Don Greig install two new
members. Ted Hagemann and Joe Ramsay were told about the origins and the purpose
of Gyro and were warmly welcomed by all the members in attendance. We are fortunate
to have these two great people and their spouses as members of our club.

Once again we had a guest speaker who was a great speaker but not much of a guest. Our
speaker was a valuable member of our club,  Peter Carter.  His mission was to  help us
understand  the   importance   of  the   First   Lights   festival   at   Hawrelak   Park   and   the
commitment of the  Chamber of Commerce  in  supporting the  Edmonton  School  Lunch
Program. It is hard to believe, but there are 42,000 children in Edmonton that go to school
hungry every day.  That fact significantly impacts their ability to  learn and be  successful
when  they  are  no   loner  in  school,   The  Edmonton  School  Lunch  Program  is  now
established in 11  schools and is feeding 1500 children per day.

The  Chamber of Commerce has  a ten-year lease  for the park.  They  are  paying  for the
initial  capital  investment  and  are  hoping  to  establish  a  significant  endowment  fund  to
support the  school  lunch program.  Thank you to  Peter  for representing  the  Edmonton
Gyro Club in a positive community endeavour.'

Enclosed  is  some  information  about  the  mixed  meeting  on  September  7th,  lets  have  a
good turn out to see where the city decisions are made.

For the following meeting, John Stroppa has planned for the Gyro Club to attend the 20
Regions  of Italy  Extravaganza  Weekend  at  Santa  Maria  Goretti  Community  Centre  at
11050 90 Street. There are events from Friday evening September 24 to Sunday Lunch on
September 26. See the enclosed information. There will likely be a decision to attend one
of the events as a club activity.

As usual, Past President Jack Ellis won the draw for a free lunch. The rumour is that he
now  has  this  revenue  source  built  into  his  budget  and  is  planning  an  extension  to  his
cabin that he now feels he can afford. This time he thanks Peter Carter for drawing his
nane.
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To seniors, Gyro isn't Greek it's a name for summer fun
The Edmonton chapter of
the once-famous service
club became famous for
buldingplayingfields.

SCOTT MCREEN
SPECIAL TO THE SUN
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Still, in 1996 the club cele-
brated its 75th anniversary and
some 500 members came here
for an international conven-
tion.
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